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ABSTRACT  
The aim of this research is to find out what factors arise from the results of previous research regarding 

increasing the competitiveness of graduates with the Independent Learning Campus (MBKM) program. 

The approach in this article uses a qualitative approach. Data was collected through the library research 

method. The results of this research are that programs to increase the competitiveness of college 

graduates can be realized by providing adequate infrastructure to meet these needs. The industrial factor 
in the MBKM policy is highlighted and strengthened by giving students the right to take programs and 

transfer credits at the end of the program 
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INTRODUCTION 

The next few years will be a time of fierce struggle for Higher Education in 

Indonesia. A total of approximately 4529 universities with 24,892 study programs in 

2017 were struggling and fighting for the 'market' of prospective students, within the 

country, and even abroad. Indonesia with 255 million people has a higher education 

GER of less than 29%. In 2017, Indonesia's Global Competitiveness Index (IDSG) 

ranking was ranked 34th out of 144 countries, thus, competitiveness is the main factor 

that must be taken into account in the implementation of Higher Education in Indonesia. 

The Goals of Higher Education in Law no. 12 of 2012 concerning Higher 

Education, Article 5 point a, is to produce graduates who master the branches of Science 

and/or Technology to fulfill national interests and increase the nation's competitiveness. 

For this reason, efforts to increase competitiveness by universities are one of the keys to 

success in winning the job market, becoming counted and gaining recognition from the 

international world. 

Independent Learning and Independent Campus are one of the policies to respond 

to the transformation of learning. Referring to Minister of Education and Culture 

Regulation Number 3 of 2020 concerning National Higher Education Standards in order 

to improve the quality of learning and higher education graduates, Nadiem invited all 

universities in Indonesia to develop strategic plans to prepare student competencies 

thoroughly to be better prepared to face the challenges of the times (Sintiawati et al. , 

2022) . Independent Campus is a policy issued by the Ministry of Education and 

Culture, giving students the right to take courses outside the study program for 1 

semester and carry out activities outside the university for 2 semesters. Universities are 

given the freedom to provide Independent Campus activities that suit the needs and 

interests of their students. 

The following types of activities are available in the Independent Campus program, 

namely: 

1. Certified Apprentice 

2. Independent Study 

3. Teaching Campus 
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4. Indonesian International Student Mobility Awards (IISMA) 

5. Independent Student Exchange 

6. Building Villages (Thematic KKN) 

7. Humanity Project 

8. Research or Research 

9. Businessman 

University curricula and study programs are focused on the needs of the world of 

business and industry (Kodrat, 2021) . Adaptation of the MBKM Curriculum is carried 

out by developing study program curricula and activity programs based on independent 

learning at independent campuses. The development results are then followed up 

through collaboration with partners and implementing activity programs (Baharuddin, 

2021) . 

Experience of practical activities in the field which will be converted into credits. 

Exploration of knowledge and abilities in the field for more than one semester. Learning 

and expanding networks outside the study program or home campus. Gain knowledge 

directly from quality and leading partners. The implementation of the Independent 

Learning-Free Campus (MBKM) program in the form of student exchange activities can 

provide wider opportunities for students to develop themselves and their good 

experiences as provisions for life after they graduate (Patmaningrum et al., 2022) .  

In implementing the MBKM program for students, these are curriculum 

adjustments, student study planning until completion, perceptions of partner universities 

in student exchange activities if the partner university is considered to be at a level 

below that of their home university, readiness of the university's academic information 

system if there are students taking courses. studying in different study programs and 

unclear how to organize internship programs (Alfikalia et al., 2022) . The MBKM 

policy aims to improve the competency of graduates, both soft skills and hard skills, so 

that they are better prepared and relevant to the needs of the times, preparing graduates 

as future leaders of the nation who are superior and have personality (Sulistiyani et al., 

2021) . 
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One of the efforts taken by the Government is the MBKM Program. This program 

is designed as a solution to the large gap between university output and the industrial 

world and the job market. The MBKM program is designed so that university output has 

the opportunity to develop itself according to its potential both on campus and outside 

campus (Laga et al., 2021) . 

Based on information from the Ministry of Education and Culture regarding 

Independent Learning-Independent Campuses are: 

No. Name of activity Amount 

1 Students are registered and have an 

Independent Campus account 

725,000 

2 Schools from all over Indonesia have 

benefited from teaching assistance 

14,000 

3 Organizations and companies have registered 

as partners 

3,000 

4 The University has participated in various 

Independent Campus programs 

1,300 

Source: https://kampusmerdeka.kemdikbud.go.id/ . 2022 

Competitiveness is also a keyword for higher education graduates, increasing 

competitiveness in the form of English language skills for graduates of study programs 

under higher education management is the key to the success of graduates in winning 

the job market and bringing higher education to be counted and gain national and 

international recognition. because of his reputation. Competitiveness is one of the most 

important advantages in an organization. The competitiveness of higher education 

institutions referred to here is not only strength but more than that, consistency to 

survive in the face of increasingly fierce competition (Samina et al., 2020) . 

The role of the learning system in higher education, especially the curriculum, is 

needed in producing graduates who are competitive and have potential in the world of 

work (Arisandy, 2017) . Competitiveness is "the effectiveness of an organization in a 

competitive market, compared with other organizations that offer the same or similar 

products or services (Sutrisno & Cokro, 2018) . The vision of a higher education 

institution and study program becomes the needs of stakeholders, especially from the 

world of business and industry, combined and expressed in structuring the body of 

https://kampusmerdeka.kemdikbud.go.id/
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knowledge and professions of graduates. Identification and analysis produce graduate 

profiles, including expected skills (Kodrat, 2021) . Increasing competitiveness is carried 

out by fostering discipline, example, simplicity, habituation and increasing activit ies 

that can maximize the potential of (Fabiana Meijon Fadul, 2019) . 

The aim of this research is to find out what factors arise from the results of 

previous research regarding increasing the competitiveness of graduates with the 

Independent Learning Campus (MBKM) program. 

 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Merdeka Belajar Kampus Merdeka (MBKM) is an independent and versatile 

higher education learning program designed to create a creative, non-restrictive learning 

community that meets the needs of Research students (Meke et al., 2021) . The aim of 

the Merdeka Campus is to improve the competency of graduates, both soft skills and 

hard skills, so that they are better prepared and relevant to the needs of the times, 

preparing graduates as future leaders of the nation who are superior and have 

personality (Sintiawati et al., 2022) . 

(MBKM) is a program launched by the Ministry of Education, Culture and 

Research and Technology to support students' readiness to face challenges in the world 

of work by applying active learning (Yudhawasthi & Christiani, 2022) . One of the 

objectives of implementing the MBKM program is to prepare graduates as future 

leaders of the nation with excellence and personality. The skills students gain during 

their studies, both within the study program and outside the study program, through 

MBKM are used as provisions for the future (Sulistiyani et al., 2021) . The aim of 

holding MBKM in higher education is to make it autonomous so that it can carry out 

innovative learning (Nona et al., 2021) . MBKM MBKM policy prioritizes active 

learning by developing creativity, innovation and critical thinking in solving problems 

in the learning process (Baharuddin, 2021) . 
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METHOD 

The approach in this article uses a qualitative approach. Data was collected 

through the library research method. Examination of related literature, including 

articles, books, documents, as well as examination of online literature. The data in this 

research was obtained by searching for references from scientific journals obtained from 

several sources such as via Google Scholar or through the help of a journal search 

application. The journals chosen are journals published in the last 10 years so that the 

information obtained is relevant to the current situation. 

 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Resource Factors 

Lecturers have limited resources to be involved in the successful implementation 

of the MBKM program for students. Additional human resources are needed to handle 

the academic administration aspects of the MBKM program for students, which requires 

an understanding of how to report activities in the PDDikti system (Alfikalia et al., 

2022) . Strategic readiness regarding resources is still insufficient, human resources who 

support the system, lecturers, supervisors and low student motivation to take part in the 

MBKM program (Puspitasari & Nugroho, 2021) . Financial problems are what students 

worry most about when participating in MBKM activities. Many suggestions were also 

written by students, namely that the MBKM program could be implemented in the first 

semester of study (Meke et al., 2021) . 

Socialization Factors 

Socialization of policies related to MBKM needs to be carried out continuously 

through offline/online or by placing posters or banners at the university level (Banda et 

al., 2022) . This uneven distribution of information is an obstacle to efforts to increase 

students' overall understanding of the Independent Learning-Free Campus (MBKM) 

policy (Laga et al., 2021) . Socialization platforms, both online and offline, by 

universities are the platforms most chosen by students to find out about all MBKM 

programs and policies (Suryani et al., 2022) . 
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Program Factors 

The internship program was born due to the lack of work experience of college 

graduates so they were less prepared to work in industry/professional world (Fuadi & 

Aswita, 2021) . This program can also increase agency productivity, because students 

can carry out small tasks that were previously the responsibility of the agency's 

employees (Syamsuadi et al., 2022) . The business internship activities experienced by 

students are an effort to develop knowledge, develop skills and attitudes that will be 

needed when they enter the real world of work and enable them to create new jobs 

(Aswita, 2022) . MBKM program because it will be able to improve students' soft skills 

and hard skills as well as increase lecturer competency (Nona et al., 2021) . It is hoped 

that experiential learning programs with flexible pathways will facilitate students to 

develop their potential according to their passion and talent (Sintiawati et al., 2022) . 

The MBKM program is able to have an impact on improving students' knowledge and 

skills for the better (Mulyana et al., 2022) . 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

Increasing the competitiveness of Study Program graduates is an urgent need that 

must be met immediately. The abilities and qualities of Study Program graduates need 

to be prepared while still studying as students. These abilities and qualities must be 

supported by laboratories that follow developments in information technology and 

overcome disruption of students' soft skills in using information technology. Thus, the 

program to increase the competitiveness of college graduates will prepare students with 

good skills and the ability to use the latest information technology. Programs to increase 

the competitiveness of college graduates can be realized by providing adequate 

infrastructure to meet these needs. That there is an increase in soft skills obtained after 

students take part in MBKM activities in developing competencies/skills as preparation 

for work after graduation (Kholik et al., 2022) . 

Students' experiences in Independent Campus activities will have a big influence on 

students' career readiness by ensuring students continue to pay attention to changes in 
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the world outside campus while studying and have the opportunity to apply knowledge 

to real-world problems. The industrial factor in the MBKM policy is highlighted and 

strengthened by giving students the right to take programs and transfer credits at the end 

of the program. 
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